NYMPHAS WARREN MURDOCK, whose well ordered ranch estate 
is situated three miles west of the village of Fruitland, Duchesne 
County, was born at Charleston, Wasatch County, Utah, June 17, 
1887, a son of Joseph R. and Margaret (Wright) Murdock, and 
grandson of N. С. an elissa (Barney urdock and of William 
and Jemima Wright, the latter of whom were pioneer settlers in 
Salt Lake City, whence they later removed to Charleston, Wasatch 
County, where they passed the closing years of their lives. Joseph 
R. Murdock was born in Salt Lake City, and his father, N. C. 
Murdock, was born and reared in the State of New York, whence 
he came to Utah in the latter part of the 1840 decade and estab- 
lished residence in Salt.Lake City, he having been the owner of 
the land on which now stands the Walker Building in that city and 
after his removal to Charleston having served as bishop of the 
local stake of the Church of Latter Day Saints and as president 
of the stake for a period of thirty years. He was a merchant, 
agriculturist and grower of live stock. 


Joseph R. Murdock, now a resident of Salt Lake City, has been 


a man of broad and varied activities and has been constructively 
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associated with irrigation projects, ranch enterprise and mercan- 
tile business. He has maintained residence in Salt Lake City 
during the past fifteen or more years, but was long an influential 
citizen of Wasatch County and served twenty-five years as bisho 
and stake president of the Wasatch Stake of the hack of Latter 
Day Saints, he having previously served the church as counselor 
to his father at Charleston. He represented Wasatch County as a 
member of both the House and Senate of the Utah Legislature. 

Nymphas W. Murdock attended school at Heber City and in 
1907 was graduated in Brigham Young University. Thereafter 
he served for a time as bookkeeper in a mercantile establishment, 
but during a period of fully fifteen years he has been one of the 
successful representatives of modern ranch industry in the Fruit- 
land district of Duchesne County, where he gives attention to 
sheep growing and to diversified agriculture. He holds the office 
of elder in the Church of Latter Day Saints, for which he served 
a mission in the northern states in 1910. 

In 1908 Mr. Murdock wedded Miss Emma C. Hicken, who is 
now deceased, and the children of this union are Mrs. Fay Hilton, 
Joseph O., Fern, John, Carl, Norma, Barney and Catherine. June 
26, 1929, recorded the marriage of Mr. Murdock to Mrs. Henrietta 
(Perry) Angle, and their one child is a son, Nymphas. Of the 
three children of Mrs. Murdock’s first marriage Thora is living 
and Glenn and Georgia are deceased. 


М 


WILLIAM AND SUSAN ROSS 771 
O'NEIL 


3: 
Midway 
1 


i 


۹ 


f£ oem 


Keg yesen tative. 


... AND THEY GOVERNED WISELY 31 


The following have served as Representatives to Legislature: J. B. 
Wilson, John T. Giles, Rock M. Pope, W. L. Van Wagoner, George A. 
Fisher, Fredrick Crook, Paul Hunt, James B. Wilson. William L. Van 
Wagoner, Wayne C. Whiting, Don Clyde, Welby Young, Harold Stev- 
ens, Addison C. Moulton, Leland W. Ivers and Robert F. Clyde. 

State senators from Wasatch County have been J. B. Wilson, J. W. 
Clyde and Glen M. Hatch, Jr. Robert F. Clyde is current representative 


ORSON RYAN 


Great teachers are born to their calling. 
as students of Wasatch County who were 
privileged to be numbered in the classes of 
Orson Ryan can testify. They knew from 
personal experience that he was great in 
his profession. 

When formal exercises of graduation from 
the eighth grade marked the end of an era 
in the lives of young people, Mr. Ryan's stu- 
dents found that end to be really painful. 
Concern at the thought of three days of 
rigid examinations to be conducted by stran- 
gers appointed by state authorities was com 
pletely overshadowed by a sense of loss. 
School days would no more begin by stand- 
ing at attention to recite the pledge of al- 
legiance to the American flag. The tone of 
the day would no longer be set by an open- 
ing song followed by Mr. Ryan's dramatic 
reading of such new books as "The Won- 
derful Wizard of Oz" rendered a bit at à 
time. The emotions of conquest and de- 
feat and of perseverance crowned with uiti- 
mate victory could no more be had vicari- 
ously through his reading of such histori- 
cal classics as "Scottish Chiefs." 

Orson Ryan had been their teacher three 
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years. He nged to them! His first wife 
had died the very week he assumed charge 
of them in the sixth grade. His grief had 
he h the years his joys 
became their joys. Perhaps no greater les- 
son їп chastity was ever taught than he 
gave the morning he told his students he 
had been privileged to kiss the lips of a 
beautiful girl who had promised to become 
his wife and to be a mother to his two lit- 
tle girls. Without extended preachment, 
every boy and every girl understood the sol- 
emn sacredness of a first 1 

Students of “Sleepy Hollow. 1908-1909" 
still recall how skilfully final farewells were 
avoided. At approach of the last hour 
of the last day, Mr. Ryan suggested there 
was just ti to get to the new baseball 
park for the opening game. All the boys and 
girls followed their beloved 
' but a few sank down on the 
elief in tears. 
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Loss to them was only gain for others, 
for Orson Ryan continued to teach in Heber 
City. No lasting farewells to his students 
were ever spoken, for class reunions were 
held in years just prior to his death. 

Orson Ryan was born November 28, 
1877, in. Hoytsville, Summit County, Utah, 
son of William and Janet Cochrane Ryan. 
After his father's death he attended school 
in Heber City and at Brigham Young Acad- 
emy. He later attended the University of 
Utah and Columbia University. 

In an administrative capacity he served 
as superintendent of the schools of We satch 
County, Carbon County, Jordan School Dis- 
trict and of Logan city schools. He acted 
for a time as rural education administrator 
for International Harvester Company. and 
from 1927 to 1948 he was a representative 
of the John C. Winston Company, pub- 
lishers of school text books. He served as 
High Councilman in East Cache Stake and 
was appointed chaplain of the State Legis- 
lature in 1955. 

Orson. Ryan was married to Jane Oh- 
wiler in June, 1900. She died in 1906 and 
Dora Murdock became his У fe in May 
1910. He was the father of nine hildren. His 
death from a heart ailment occurred оп 
April 4. 1956, in Logan, Utah. He was 
survived by his widow, five sons: Kent, of 
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Dalla xas; Miller M., of Salt Lake City: 
Richard B. of San Rafael, California: Wil- 
liam R., of Cokesville, Wyoming: J. Stewart. 
of Cattle Creek, Michigan: four daughters, 
Mrs. Anne Palmer, Philadelphia. Pa.; Mrs. 
Venice Nielson, Logan; Miss Orvilla Ryan, 
San Francisco, Calif.; Mrs. Dorthea Cox, 
Portland, Ore.; and 20 grandchildren and 
one sister, Mrs. E. R. Gibson, Salt Lake 
City. Utah. 


HAROLD А, STEVENS 


Harold A. Stevens was born January 23, 
1894, at Victor. Idaho, to Nathan H. and 
Mary Chase Stevens. He was reared on 
the frontier, and his schooling was limited 

He was a rancher and stage driver, He 
served a mission to the Western States and 
Mexico. for The Church. of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints from 1915 to 1917 
Called into the United States army in April, 
1918, he trained at Camp Lewis, Washing- 
ton, and Camp Kearney, California. He 
served with Company C. 358th Infantry. 
He spent 72 days on the St. Mehiel and 
Meuse Argonne fronts without relief and 
engaged in the last battle of. World War I 
at Stenay, France. from October 22 to 
November 11, 1918. He was one of the 33 
survivors of a company of 250 men, He 
spent November. 1918, to June, 1919, in 
the army of occupation at Don, Germany. 

On December 17. 1919, he married Mina 
L. Duke in the Salt Lake City Temple. Born 
to the Stevens were H. Duke and Ralph N. 
Stevens. Mina passed away in March, 1942 

Engaged in the furniture business in Heber 
City many yee rved two terms 
as mayor of Heber, 1938-42; also two terms 
in the Utah State Legislature, 1944-45 and 
1947-48. 

He married Melba Stewart Payne on June 
2, 1954. They moved to Salt Lake City 
on September 1, 1955, selling furniture busi- 


s, he also s 


ness to his sons, Duke and Ralph. He is 
now employed as a county building ap- 


praiser for Salt Lake County. ASS 
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Harold Stevens, formerly a city councilman, was elected to serve as 
mayor beginning in 1938 and completed two terms, serving through 1941, 
City councilmen during the first term included Athel В. Fitzgerald, Owen 
F. Buell, Nephi Moulton, Andrew A. Lindsay and Douglas Giles. Of- 
ficers of the city during Mayor Stevens’ second term of 1940-41, were 
Nephi Moulton, Owen F. Buell, Charles C. Bronson and Douglas Giles, 
councilmen and Isabell A. Lewis, treasurer. 

Mayor Stevens directed the installation of sewer lines in the north 
part of Heber, purchased an attractive two-acre addition to the ceme- 
tery, installed water lines at the cemetery, built a grandstand at the 
city park, constructed a baseball diamond, worked on main street improve- 
ments, and also purchased the balance of Broadhead Spring’ for culinary 


purposes. 
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WILLIAM L. AND CHARLOTTE 
SHARP VAN WAGONER “ 


j= William L. Van Wagoner was born May 
25. 1879, Midway. Son of John Van Wag- 
oner and Margaret Ann Faucett Van Wag- 
oner. Married Charlotte Sharp September 
19, 1900, by Patriarch Nymphus Murdock 
in Midway. Died September 15. 1952, Mid- 
way. 

Charlotte Sharp Van Wagoner was born 
January 18. 1882. Heber. Daughter of 
Jonathon Sharp and Anna Jowett Sharp 
Married William L. Van Wagoner Septem- 
о, Midway. Died August 9, 
| The boyhood days of William were spent 
in Midway. He attended grammar school 
there. Later he attended the Brigham Young 
University at Provo, where he studied busi- 
ness. During the summers he worked with 

brothers and father in brick making, 


lime 
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burning and building. He loved to go fish- 
ing in the Provo River and at Strawberry 
Lake. As the family grew, they had many 
happy times along the mountain streams. 

In the spring of 1900 William met the 
girl who was to become his life companion, 
Charlotte Sharp. The evening of their 
marriage they were honored at a reception 
held in the old Van Wagoner hall. They 
went to the Salt Lake Temple May Ist, 
1901, and received their Endowments. 

In the fall of 1901 William received a call 
to go on a mission to the Eastern State: 
This was about a week before their fi 
child was born. This was a difficult dec 
sion for the young couple to make, since 
they were without finances, and too, they 
would be separated over two years. After 
praying and talking it ever with their fami- 
lies they decided that William should go. 
William left for the mission field in Novem- 
ber 1901 and returned in November 1903, 
having served an honorable mission. 

During his life William was very active 
in church and civic affairs. As a boy he 
was pres of the Deacons. As a young 
man he served as Superintendent of the 
Sunday School and President of the 
Young Mens Mutual Improvement. Assn. 
For nine years he served as a counselor in 
the Bishopric of the Midway Ist Ward, first 
as a counselor to Bishop Joseph Francom 
and later to Bishop Henry Coleman. For 
16 years he served on the Wasatch Stake 
High Council under President Joseph Mur- 
doch and later with David A. Broadbent. He 
was a Sunday School teacher, ward teacher 
and later was appointed President of the 
Stake Genealogical Committee. He was an 
inspiring speaker and much in demand at 
public gatherings. 

He served for several years on the Wa- 
satch School Board. William was elected 
to the State Legislature for three terms by 
the Republican Party, in 1913, 1915 and 
in 1933. 

For many years William was a merchant, 
meat cutter, builder and real estate broker. 
He was appointed by the federal govern- 
ser of land involved 
in the Deer Creek Reservoir project. 

Charlotte arp Van Wagoner was a de- 
voted wife and mother. She was known as 
one of the finest homemakers in the valley. 
and one of the best cooks. Relatives. 
friends and business associates were always 
welcome in her home, and always enjoyed 
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her delicious. dinners and хле 
She was known to all the children 
neighborhood as Aunt Lottie.” 

She taught in the organizations of the 
Church, including the Young Ladies Mutual 
Improvement Assn. and the Primary. For 
many years she was a teacher in Relief So- 
ciety, visiting the homes of the sick and the 
needy. This was a calling she loved. 

The family was always proud of their 
missionary record. William as well as four 
of his sons, filled full-term missions for the 
Church in many different parts of the coun- 
try. 
Children of William and Charlotte Van 
Wagoner: 

Arthur William. married Winnie Jones: 

Lester Hyrum. died in childhood: 

Mrs. Clifford (Mable Ann) Werkman: 

Paul Halma. married Phyllis Murdock: 

Ammon, married (1) Sarah Mae Kidder 
(2) Phyllis Cummings( 3) Renae Savage: 

Mrs. Thomas L. (Belva) Harper: 

Ezra Earl. married Fay Rasband: 

Grant. died in infancy; 

Mrs. Afton (Virginia) Thacker: 

Joseph Allred. married (1) Patricia Read 
(2) Helen Mair. 
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WILLIAM L. AND CHARLOTTE 
SHARP VAN WAGONER 


William L. Van Wagoner born May 
25. 1879, Midway. Son of John Van Wag- 


'oner and Margaret Ann Faucett Van Wag- 


oner. Married Charlotte Sharp September 
19, 1900, by Patriarch Nymphus Murdock 
in Midway. Died September 15, 1952, Mid- 
way. 


- Charlotte Sharp, Vang Wagoner was born 


January 18. 1882, Heber. Daughter of 
Jonathon Sharp and Anna Jowett Sharp. 
Married William L. Van Wagoner Septem- 
ber 19, 1900, Midway. Died August 9. 
1957, Heber. 

The boyhood days of William were spent 
in Midway. He attended grammar school 
there. Later he attended the Brigham Young 
University at Provo, where he studied busi- 
ness. During the summers he worked with 
his brothers and father in brick making, lime 


burning and building. He loved to go fish- 
ing in the Provo River and at Strawberry 
Lake. As the family grew, they had many 
happy times along the m ain streams. 

In the spring of 1900 William met the 
Girl who was to become his life companion, 
Charlotte Sharp. The evening of their 
marriage they were honored et a reception 
held in the old Van Wagoner hall. They 
went to the Salt Lake Temple May Ist. 
1901, and received their Endowments. 

In the fall of 1901 William received a call 
to go on a mission to the Eastern States. 
This was about a week before their first 
child was born. This was a difficult deci- 
sion for the young couple to make, since 
they were without finances. and too, they 
would be separated over two years. After 
praying and talking it over with their fami- 
lies they decided that William should go. 
William left for the mission field in Novem- 
ber 1901 and returned in November 1903, 
having served an honorable mission. 

During his life William was very active 
in church and civic affairs. As a boy he 
was president of the Deacons. As a young 
man he served as Superintendent of the 
Sunday School and as President of the 
Young Men's Mutual Improvement Assn. 
For nine years he served as a counselor in 
the Bishopric of the Midway Ist Ward, first 
as a counselor to Bishop Joseph Francom 
and later to Bishop Henry Coleman. For 
16 years he served on the Wasatch Stake 
High Council under President Joseph Mur- 
doch and later with David A. Broadbent. He 
was a Sunday School teacher, ward teacher 
and later was appointed President of the 
Stake Genealogical Co; e. He was an 
inspiring speaker and ch in demand at 
public gatherings. 

He served for several years on the Wa- 
satch School Board. William was elected 
to the State Legislature for three terms by 
the Republican Party. in 1913, 1915 and 
in 1933. 

For many years William was a merchant, 
meat cutter, builder and real estate broker. 
He was appointed by the federal govera- 
ment to act as an appraiser of land involved 
in the Deer Creek Reservoir project. 


Charlotte Sharp Van Wagoner was a de- 
voted wife and mother. She was known as 
one of the finest homemakers in the valley. 
and one of the: best cooks. Relatives. 
friends and business associates were always 
welcome in her home, and always enjoyed 
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WILLIAM L. AND CHARLOTTE 
SHARP VAN WAGONER 


5. 人 

William L. Van Wagoner was born May 
25, 1879, Midway. Son of John Van Wag 
oner and Margaret Ann Faucett Van Wag 
oner. Married Charlotte Sharp September 
19, 1900, by Patriarch Nymphus Murdock 
in Midway. Died September 15, 1952. Mid- 
жау. 

Charlotte Sharp Van Wagoner was born 
January 18, 1882, Heber. Daughter of 
Jonathon Sharp and Anna Jowett Sharp 
Married William L. Van Wagoner Septem- 
ber 19. 1900, Midway. Died August 9, 
1957, Heber. 

The boyhood days of William were spent | 
in Midway. He attended arammar school 
there. Later he attended the Brigham. Youna | 
University at Provo, w here he studied busi- | 
1 During the summers he worked with 


jis brothers and father in brick making, lime 
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burning and building. He loved to go fish- 
ing in the Provo River and at Strawberry 
Lake. As the family grew, they had many 
happy times along the mountain streams. 

In the spring of 1900 William met the 
girl who was to become his life companion, 
Charlotte Sharp. The evening of their 
marriage they were honored at a reception 
held in the old Van Wagoner hall. They 
went to the Salt Lake Temple May Ist, 
1901, and received their Endowments. 

In the fall of 1901 William received a call 
to go on a mission to the Eastern States. 
This was about a week before their first 
child was born. This was a difficult deci- 
sion for the young couple to make, since 
they were without finances, and too, they 
would be separated over two years. After 
praying and talking it over with their fami- 
lies they decided that William should go. 
William left for the mission field in Novem- 
ber 1901 and returned in November 1903, 
having served an honorable mission. 

During his life William was very active 
in church and civic affairs. As a boy he 
was president of the Deacons. As a young 
man he served as Superintendent of the 
Sunday School and as President of the 
Young Men's Mutual Improvement Assn. 
For nine years he served as a counselor in 
the Bishopric of the Midway 1st Ward, first 
as a counselor to Bishop Joseph Francom 
and later to Bishop Henry Coleman. For 
16 years he served on the Wasatch Stake 
High Council under President Joseph Mur- 
doch and later with David A. Broadbent. He 
was a Sunday School teacher, ward teacher 
and later was appointed President of the 
Stake Genealogical Committee. He was an 
insfiring speaker and much in demand at 
public gatherings. 

He served for severa! years on the Wa- 
satch School Board. William was elected 
to the State Legislature for three terms by 
the Republican Party, in 1913, 1915 and 
in 1935. 

For many years William was a merchant, 
meat cutter, builder and real estate broker. 
He was appointed by the federal govern- 
ment to act as an appraiser of land involved 
in the Deer Creek Reservoir project. 

Charlotte Sharp Уап Wagoner was a de- 
voted wife and mother. She was known as 
one of the finest homemakers in the valley. 
and one of the best cooks. Relatives. 
friends and business associates were always 
welcome in her home, and always enjoyed 
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her delicious dinners and sweet hospitality. 
She was known to all the children in the 
neighborhood as "Aunt Lott 
She taught in the organizations of the 
Church, including the Young Ladies Mutual 
Improvement Assn. and the Primary. For 
many years she was a teacher in Relief So- 
ciety, visiting the homes of the sick and the 
needy. This was а calling she loved. 
he family was always proud of their 
missionary record. William as well as four 
of his sons, filled full-term missions for the 
Church in many different parts of the coun- 
try. 
Children of William and Charlotte Van 
Wagoner: 
Arthur William, married Winnie Jones: 
Lester Hyrum, died in childhood; * 
Mrs. Clifford (Mable Ann) Workman; 
Paul Halma, married Phyllis Murdock: 
Ammon, married (1) Sarah Mae Kidder 
is Cummings( 3) Renae Savage: 
a) Harper: 
y Rasband; 


Earl, married 
it, died in infancy; 

Mrs. Afton (Virginia) Thacker; 

Joseph Allred, married (1) Patricia Read 
(2) Helen. Mair. 


ARTHUR V. WATKINS 


In the field of public affairs, a native son 
of Wasatch County has stamped his name, 
his foresight and his firm character upon 
the pages of history and upon future re 
source development in the state of Utah. 

He is Arthur Vivian Watkins- lawyer. 
judge, editor, distinguished U.S. Senator. 
churchman and statesman. In a lifetime of 
public service he has been the confidant of 


s. ambassadors and other 


presidents, juri 
high government officials at home and 
abroad. He has been the recipient of some 
of the highest honors a state and nation can 
bestow, but he has remained a simple, hum 
ble, straightforward man of the people who 
has brought praise and goodwill for his 
state and church wherever he has ventured, 

During his two terms in the U.S. Senate 
he became widely recognized as one of the 


ten most influential members of that body. 
He will be remembered nationally as а 
strong moral force who provided leadership 
in the restoration of respect for the investi- 
gating function of the Congress, an institu- 
tion which Senator Watkins revered and de- 
fended as a Constitutional arm of the Fed- 
eral Government. 

In the semi-arid West he will long be 
known for his contributions to water re- 
source development and the conservation 
and use of natural resources, an area in 
which he is recognized as one of the strong- 
est champions in the Congresses of the 
1950's. Utah particularly will long re- 
member his efforts in this field because dur- 
ing his terms in the Senate, and as a lawyer 
before going to Congress, he was an activ 
organizer, legislative draftsman and spon- 
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In the field of public affairs, a native son 
of Wasatch County has stamped his name. 
his foresight and his firm character upon 
the pages of history and upon future re- 
source development in the state of Utah. 

He is Arthur Vivian Watkins—lawyer. 
judge, editor, distinguished U.S. Senator, 
churchman and statesman. In a lifetime of 
public service he has been the confidant of 
presidents, jurists, ambassadors and other 
high government officials at home and 
abroad. He has been the recipient of some 
of the highest honors a state and nation can 
bestow, but he has remained a simple, hun 
ble, straightforward man of the people who 
has brought praise and goodwill for his 
state and church wherever he has ventured. 

During his two terms in the U.S. Senate 
he became widely recognized as one of the 


ten most influential members of that body. 
He will be remembered nationally as а 
strong moral force who provided leadership 
in the restoration of respect for the investi- 
gating function of the Congress, an institu- 
tion which Senator Watkins revered and de- 
fended as a Constitutional arm of the Fed- 
eral Government. 

In the semi-arid West he will long be 
known for his contributions to water re- 
source development and the conservation 
and use of natural resources, an area in 
which he is recognized as one of the strong- 
est champions in the Congresses of the 
1950's. Utah particularly will long re- 
member his efforts in this field because dur- 
ing his terms in the Senate, and as a lawyer 
before going to Congress, he was an active 
organizer. legislative draftsman and spon- 
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sor, and spokesman and tactician for most 
of the major Federal water resource devel- 
opments in the State that have been made 
and will be undertaken during this century. 
One of the largest water projects he helped 
fight through to Congressional authorization 
was the Colorado River Storage Project. 
This project was adopted in 1956 after five 
years of strenuous effort, as the largest sin- 
gle-package reclamation appropriation ever 
approved, a billion-dollar first phase of a 
four-state water development that will be 
constructed during the next two decades. 

Senator Watkins was born in humble cir- 
cumstances in Midway, Wasatch County, 
Utah, on December 18, 1886, a son of Ar- 
thur and Adelia Gerber Watkins. 

His paternal grandfather was John Wat- 
kins, an English-born Mormon handcart 
pioneer who survived the rigorous ordeal of 
a walk from Iowa City during the fall and 
winter of 1856, and then helped colonize 
Wasatch County, working as a builder, 
bricklayer, carpenter. sawmill operator, ir- 
rigation and municipality works engineer, 
town board president. and ward bishop in 
the community of Midway. 

His maternal grandfather was Dr. John 
Gerber, a converted Lutheran Minister and 
medical doctor from Switzerland who was a 
pioneer doctor in several lltah communities 
until his death in Midway in 1870, where- 
upon his widow, Marie Ackert Gerber car- 
ried on as a midwife and nurse for Wasatch 
County. 

Young Arthur Watkins moved with his 
family to Vernal. Utah, at the age of ten. 
He attended Uintah County schools, in- 
cluding Uintah Stake Academy, and spent 
his summers learning irrigation agriculture 
firsthand on his father's farm. 

At the age of sixteen he went to Provo 
to attend Brigham Young University, where 
he not only was a serious student but also 
won athletic honors as а forward on BYU's 
first championship basketball team. 

At the end of his Junior year he was called 
as a missionary for the LDS Church in the 
Eastern States Mission. serving principally 
in Newark, N.J., and New York City. Fol- 
lowing his mission he completed some of his 
undergraduate requirements at New York 
University and began the study of law. He 
then transferred to Columbia University Law 
School, from which he was graduated with 
an LL.B. degree in 1912. 

While in New York he met Andrea Rich, 
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daughter of Mission President Ben E. Rich 
and granddaughter of Apostle Charles C. 
Rich and Lorin Farr, pioneer mayor of Og- 
den. They were married in 1913, 

Returning to Utah to practice law, young 
Arthur Watkins first hung out his shingle 
in Vernal, Utah. There, in addition to his 
legal work, he served for a time as editor 
of the Vernal Express. 

An appointment as Assistant County At- 
torney for Salt Lake County took the young 
lawyer to Salt Lake City in 1914. There he 
handled his county legal job and continued 
his private law practice on the side for 
three years, until his plans were abruptly 
changed by an illness, followed by a serious 
abdominal operation. 

He turned to farming in Utah County for 
a vocational change of pace and for physical 
recuperation. Both objections succeeded and 
Senator Watkins still retains the fine fruit 
farm he developed in Orem. 

Greatly improved health meant a return 
to legal activities, and in 1928 Lawyer Wat- 
kins opened an office in Provo and soon 
thereafter he was elected judge of the Fourth 
District Court. 

The following year. 1929, he was chosen 
as President of the Sharon Stake, a post he 
was to hold for over sixteen years, until 
shortly before he went to the Senate in 
1946. One of his most widely-known ef- 
forts as a church and community official was 
his role as one of the organizers of a coopera- 
tive community recreation project during the 
depression years, known as the Sharon Com- 
munity Educational and Recreational Asso- 
ciation. This group built the attractive 
Scera Theater as both a make-work project 
and community center, and provided a pro- 
gram of wholesome indoor and outdoor rec- 
reational activities which have become na- 
tionally famous. 

During these years he also established a 
weekly newspaper, originally called the 
Voice of Sharon and later known as the 
Orem-Geneva Times. The newspaper is 
still published, but Senator Watkins sold 
out his interests as publisher shortly after he 
was elected to Congress. 

As a farmer and attorney, he had taken 
an active interest in irrigation and reclama- 
tion. This interest crystallized into an ac- 
tive role in a major Federal reclamation proj- 
ect in the early 193075, when he was chosen 
as chairman of a committee to organize Cen- 
tral Utah water users interested in obtaining 
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more water for agricultural and community 
use. Later, he became general counsel and 
a leading proponent of the Provo River Wa- 
ter Users Association—the sponsoring agent 
for the successful Provo River (Deer Creek) 
Reclamation Project, now virtually complete. 
'This project made possible the wartime es- 
tablishment of the steel industry in Шаһ 
County and provided water for the amazing 
postwar growth of Шаһ and Salt Lake 
communities. 

Senator Watkins was first elected to the 
Senate in 1946, when he ran as a Repub- 
lican candidate in a race which few thought 
he could win. One of his first major efforts 
in the Congress was successful sponsorship 
of the Weber Basin Project, a Reclamation 
project which has made possible the tremen- 
dous population and industrial growth in 
northern Utah, from Davis County to 
Brigham City. He also stopped the sale of 
the Bushnell Army Hospital as surplus. at 
a fraction of its value, and successfully pro- 
posed and secured the establishment of the 
Intermountain Indian School at Brigham 
City, one of the most effective single efforts 
to carry educational benefits to the Navajo 
people. 

During his twelve years of service in 
Washington, he was a major influence on 
two key committees--Interior and Judiciary 
—and a member also of the Joint Economic 
Committee. 

On the Judiciary Committee, he helped 
conduct scores of hearings on the Commu- 
nist menace, conducted by the Senate In- 
ternal Security Subcommittee, of which he 
was a member. He also helped revise our 
immigration laws and sponsored emergency 
legislation to admit refugees from countries 
torn by World War II and from Commu- 
nist tyranny. 

In addition to his activities in water re- 
source developments, he took a prominent 
part in Indian affairs legislation and in the 
administration and improvement of mining 
and public lands laws. 

In 1954. even though he was only begin- 
ning his second term in the Senate, he was 
selected as chairman of the Select Commit- 
tee of the Senate to hear the charges made 
by fellow Senators against the late Senator 
Joseph В. McCarthy of Wisconsin. This 
was a job which he did not seek, but one 
which he accepted because of his deep-seated 
sense of duty. and it is to his credit that 
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he received nation-wide commendation for 
his fair, just and firm handling of this semi- 
judicial proceeding which, the press ac- 
knowledged, did much to restore public re- 
spect for the Senate and its investigatory 
procedures. 

Senator and Mrs. Watkins are the par- 
ents of six children. "They are Nedra W. 
Reese. wife of "Thomas W. Reese, Orem 
fruit-grower; Arthur R. Watkins, Professor 
of Foreign Languages. Brigham Young Uni- 
versity: Don (deceased): Venna W. Swal- 
berg. wife of Carl Swalberg. Salt Lake City 
businessman: Jeanene W. Scott. wife of 
Richard Scott, government nuclear scientist, 
working with Admiral Rickover in Washing- 
ton. D.C.: and Nina W. Palmer, wife of Dr. 
Martin Palmer, Oakland, California. 

The Senator and Mrs. Watkins make 
their temporary home in Arlington, Va. 


Arthur V. Watkins has also been awarded 
an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws by 
the University of Шаһ, The citation reads: 


"In recognition of his civic achievements 
in community life, as a member of the State 
Judiciary, as planner. policy maker, and ad- 
ministrator. in the field of water and re- 
source conservation, for service to Utah as 
United States Senator. as champion of the 
dignity of that distinguished body: and for 
special services to the President of the 
United States at home and abroad, the Uni- 
versity of Utah . confers upon Arthur 
Vivian Watkins the degree of Doctor of 
Laws wis 


Currently (1962) Mr. Watkins is chief 
commissioner of the Indian Claims Commis- 
sion in Washington. D.C. He was appointed 
to this post by President Eisenhower July 
1. 1959. 

Now in his 75th year, Mr. Watkins is vi- 
gorously expediting the work of the com- 
mission which has been given the task of 
adjudicating ancient Indian claims which 
came into existence prior to 1946, against 
the federal government. There are over 500 
of these claims involving more than a billion 
dollars yet to be disposed of. The former 
Senator disavows any intention of staying 
on the commission until the job is finished, 
even if he could do so. He has yet the task, 
he tells his friends, of writing his memoirs 
for his family and some interested friends 
and associates. 


Arthur V. Watkins 


J. Will Robinson 


in October 1990. President Bush signed it into law 
Nov. 14, 1990. 

Robinson was Utah's longest servi ег 0! 

е House 0: resentatives, Nielson told Con- 
gress when he Штойбей the legislation to name 
the Provo Federal building in Robinson’s honor. 

Robinson was born in Coalville on Jan. 18, 1878. 
He left school after the sixth grade to help support 
his family but did not give up his education. Robin- 
son worked a year, then went to school a year until 
he completed his public education. 

In his remarks to the House of Representatives, 
Nielson said that Robinson as an undergraduate 
“developed somewhat of a reputation as a scrapper 
... Among other things, he would hustle bets at 
county fairs and the like, saying he could beat a 
horse in a 40-yard race. Given the fact he could 
indeed run the 100-yard dash in under 10 seconds, 
he would usually come out on the winning end.” 

Robinson married Birda Billi in 1905 and 
graduated from Brigham Young Academy in 1908. 


He became a teacher and princ al in Vernal, then 
moved eber as princi asatch High 
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-my in 1906 to teach the fourth and 
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School. у 
In 1912 Robinson earned a law de- 


gree from the University of Chicago 
aan became a member of the Utah 


. He practiced law іп Provo and 
served the state as a е 
even tre oe member of the 
gents. In 1 t 
gress. — 


During his seven terms in Con- 
Robinson was well known as 
an ETHER and defender of issues 
important to the West," said Nielson. 
“As chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands, and later the Commit- 
tee on Roads, he made his mark in 
the areas of public land management 
and reclamation. 


“He considered the highlight of 
his career his role in helping pass’ 
legislation that created the National 
Highway System.” 

Robinson was defeated in the 1946 
election but remained in government 
service in Washington for a few 
years. He returned to Utah when he 
retired in 1949. He died in 1964 
when he was 86. 

Arthur V. Watkins stood his 
ground when it came to teachers' sal- 
aries and he refused to work for less 
than sheepherders' pay. У 

А герогі from Nielson’s office said 
Watkins left Brigham Young Acade- 


fifth grades at Maeser Elementary 
School in Maeser, Uintah County. 
“When he was told that he would be 
paid only $40 a month, he asked how 
much sheepherders were paid. 


` was paid $60. 


"One of the school trustees told 
him that herders were paid $60 a 
month because they were responsi- 
ble for valuable property. = 

“I won't work for less than sheep- 
herders,’ said Watkins, ‘Children are 
a lot more valuable than sheep!’ “He 


as a water and power consultant to 
the Department of the Interior. He 
then served as co oner to the 
Indian Claims Commission until he - 
retired in 1967. 2d 


He died at 81 in 1973. 
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.. . AND THEY GOVERNED WISELY 31 Ke eyreseniarive 
The following have served as Representatives to Legislature: J. B. mm ay. 
Wilson, John T. Giles, Rock M. Pope, W. L. Van Wagoner, George A. 56 
Fisher, Fredrick Crook, Paul Hunt, James B. Wilson, William L. Van Б; 
o0 


Wagoner, Wayne C. Whiting, Don Clyde, Welby Young, Harold Stev- 

ens, Addison C. Moulton, Leland W. Ivers and Robert F. Clyde. 
State senators from Wasatch County have been J. B. Wilson, J. W. 

Clyde and Glen M. Hatch, Jr. Robert F. Clyde is current representative 


Wayne Whiting 


DAVID J. WILSON 


David J. Wilson, United States Judge, 
was born in Midway, October 27, 1887, a 
son of James B. and Margaret Powell Wil- 
son. He gained his early education in Mid- 
way schools and then attended Brigham 
Young University where he obtained his 
B.S. degree. 

At Brigham Young University he was an 
intercollegiate debater, was  studentbody 
president for two years, president of the 
senior class and valedictorian of his graduat- 
ing class. He obtained his Doctor of Juris- 
prudence degree at the University of Cali- 
fornia in 1919, where he served as a teach- 
ing fellow, held the Willard D. Thompson 
scholarship for two years and served as 
editor of the California Law Review. 

From 1914 to 1916 he headed the English 
department at the Weber Acadenty in Og- 
den. He was admitted to the Utah Bar in 
1919 and practiced in Ogden until 1954. He 
is a member of the Weber County and Utah 

State Bar Associations, and was Weber 


County attorney from 1921 to 1925 and 
Second District attorney from 1929-1933. 
He is also a past president of the Weber 
County Bar. and was a member of the Utah 
State Bar Commission during 1953-54. 

Active in Scouting work, he served as 
president of the Lake Bonneville Council, 
Boy Scouts of America and was a member 
at large on the National BSA Council. He 
holds the Silver Beaver Scouting Award. 

Always active in the LDS Church. he 
served as a ward and stake Sunday School 
superintendent, was superintendent of the 
Weber Stake YMMIA, member of the high 
council in Mt. Ogden and New York stakes: 
bishop of the Ogden 12th Ward. member of 
the Mt. Ogden stake presidency. and now 
active in. Westchester Ward of New York 
Stake. 

He rose to national prominence in political 
fields. He was Republican chairman of 
Weber County from 1924-30, chairman of 
Utah's First Congressional District from 
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1922-32; Utah Republican chairman, 1936-44 
and a delegate to the party's national con- 
ventions in 1932 and 1940. He was Republi- 
сап candidate for Congress in lltah's First 
District in 1946 and 1948. 

On May 31, 1916 he married Mary Jacobs. 
who was born Feb. 17, 1896 in Ogden. a 
daughter of Henry C. and Emma Rigby 
Jacobs. Mrs. Wilson has been active in 
Church and civic work, and has been a 
member of the Relief Society General Board. 
For eight years she was on the committee 
of the American Mothers, Inc. 


кә 
D 


Judge and Mrs. Wilson have five chil- 
dren: Marian (Mrs. O. Meredith Wilson) 
D. Jay Wilson, practicing attorney; L 
Keith Wilson, with the University of Utah, 
Margaret (Mrs. L. C. Barlow) and Don В. 
Ogden. Utah, sales executive. 

On July 26, 1954, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower appointed Judge Wilson as 
judge of the United States Customs Court 
in New York City. He presently holds this 
position. With Mrs. Wilson he resides in 
Riverdale, New York. 
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August 22, 1856, Carson City, Nevada. 


Married Margaret Powell September 29, 


»wment House in Salt Lake 
and he married Hannah 
tr 24, 1915. He died Janu- 
idway. 
well Wilson, daughter of 
3 Margaret Morgan Powell, 
tmber 2, 1858, Llansawel, 
South Wales. She died 
ушу 2v, 1712, iMidway. 

Hannah Lundin, daughter of Andrus 
Gustof Lundin and Johanna Anderson Lun- 
din, was born October 21, 1878, Dormosyo, 
Grasenberg, Sweden. She died December 
21, 1959, 

James B. Wilson, who pioneered in Wa- 
satch County as a farmer, livestock man 
and community worker, came of Scotch- 
Irish stock. His great, great paternal 
grandfather was born in Scotland. but later 
moved to Ireland where James Thomas Wil- 
son. father of James В., was born and reared. 
Isabella Ross, Mr. Wilson’s mother, came 
of Scotch ancestry. Both families became 

converts to the restored gospel and emi- 

grated to "Zion." James Thomas arrived in 

Utah with a pioneer company on September 

3, 1852, and the Ross family reached Salt 

Lake City in September, 1854. 

James T. Wilson and Isabella Ross were 
married November 16, 1855, and in the 
spring of 1856 were called to the Carson 
Valley Mission and settled in Carson City, 
Nevada, then still a part of the Utah Terri- 
tory. In a rugged, primitive environment, 
in dire poverty, James B. Wilson, first child 
of this young couple, was born. 

As a result of the approach of Johnson's 
army in 1857, the Carson Valley colonists 
were called back to Salt Lake City. Then 
began a series of severe experiences for 
survival. The Wilson family moved to 
San Pete County where the father gathered 
saleratus and old grease from which he made 
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soap. He peddled this product and home 
knit underwear to eke out an existence. Їп 
1859, the family moved to Cache Valley, but 
returned to Salt Lake City in 1860. There 
on June 29, 1865, Isabella Ross, the twen- 
ty-nine year old mother died, leaving five 
children. 


All was not on the dreary side in this 
period, however. In his early teens James 
B. heard Martin Harris, one of the witnesses 
of the Book of Mormon, bear his testimony 
to the divinity of that book. He also of- 
ten heard the ringing exhortations of Presi- 
dent Brigham Young and other church lead- 
ers. From these experiences coupled with 
his home training, he developed a faith that 
constantly grew throughout his long life. 
His formal schooling was meager, being 
completed with his "graduation" from the 
University of Utah after a few months cf 
study in the winter of 1875-76. However, 
through constant self-improvement he be- 
came a truly educated man. 

In early manhood Mr. Wilson taught 
school in Salt Lake City and Salt Lake 
County. At eighteen years of age he hauled 
timber, salt, and ore by ox team at $6.00 
per ton. It took a week for the trip from 
Salt Lake to Park City and return. 

In 1875 Mr. Wilson became interested in 
cutting and hauling timber to the Alta mines. 
With his brother, Thomas R.. he began 
timber operations in 1876. Не pursued this 
work for several years and the timber cut 
in the “White Pines" was hauled by ox 
team to the Park City mines. 

James B. Wilson's first visit to Midway 
dates back to 1872-73 when during a short 
sojourn there as a youth, he became inter- 
ested in the farm he later homesteaded. 

On September 29, 1881, Mr. Wilson mar- 
ried Margaret Powell, a cultured young 
Welsh immigrant, who came to litah with 
her parents in 1873. 

In November, 1884, the Wilson family 
took up permanent residence in Midway. 
Mr. Wilson homesteaded the tract of land 
upon which he set his heart in his youth. 
In 1885, the young homesteader "broke up" 
twenty acres of virgin soil with a hand plow 
drawn by oxen. This arduous toil con- 
tinued year after year until the entire 160 
acres were under cultivation. Beginning in 
1885, Mr. Wilson and Fredrick Remund, a 
neighboring homesteader, built the Pine 
Ditch which had its source about one mile | 
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up Pine Creek and extended around the 
side hills to the new farm. 

From his homestead beginnings, Mr. Wil- 
son and his sons branched out into an ex- 
panding farm and livestock program. The 
firm of James B. Wilson and Sons became 
one of the West's leading land and live- 
stock operations. In the 1920's their bands 
of sheep numbered many thousands, their 
cattle hundreds of head and their land hold- 
ings consisted of thousands of acres and 
stretched for miles across the northern part 
of the Provo Valley. 

James B. Wilson had a distinguished pub- 
lic career. Beginning in 1885, he served 
two terms as Justice of the Peace. He as- 
sisted in the organization of the Midway 
Irrigation Company. He helped organize 
and was president of the Midway Land and 
Livestock Company. In 1900 he was elected 
to the Midway town board and for fourteen 
years served as its president. When the 
town funds were insufficient to hire a mar- 
shal, Mr. Wilson filled that position without 
pay. During his administration as board 
president the first telephone. service was 
brought to Midway. This was made possible 
through the citizens of Midway digging the 
holes and providing and setting the poles. 
As Midway town president, he with other 
community leaders, directed a successful 
campaign for the establishment of a muni- 
cipal power plant. He also took the initia- 
tive in securing a spring from which water 
was conveyed to a sprinkling system in the 
Midway cemetery. 

An active Republican in politics, he had 
a long career as a state legislator. Be- 
tween 1903 and 1931, he served in eight 
legislative sessions over a period of sixteen 
years. While serving as a lawmaker, he 
was a leader in the move to build a new 
state capitol. At that time the state used 
part of the City and County building in 
Salt Lake City. He sponsored and guided 
the bill which made possible the develop- 
ment of Memorial Hill in Midway and 
helped to get certain Wasatch County roads 
into the state system. 

Mr. Wilson was a loyal member of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
He became a charter member of the MIA 
while residing in the Salt Lake 12th Ward. 
For many years he acted as a ward teacher 
in Midway under Bishops David Van Wag- 
oner and John Watkins. He served for 
thirteen years (1904-1917) as a counselor 
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to Bishop Jacob Probst of the Midway Sec- 


ond Ward and twenty years (1917-1937) on 
the Wasatch Stake High Council. In 1925 
and 1926, and again in 1927-28, he filled 
short term missions to the Northwest. He 
crowned his church work with seven ycars | 
of labor as an ordained worker in the Salt 
Lake Temple. This service terminated in 

1944 when he was 88 years old. 

As a family man, Mr. Wilson sought to 
inculcate into the lives of his children an 
appreciation of life's fundamental values, 
While outwardly somewhat stern, this man 
had a deep, tender affection for his wife and 
family. ‘This was evidenced by his devo- | 
tion to her during her Jong illness in 1912- 

13, culminating in her death July 30, 1913, 

Margaret Powell Wilson was a native of 
Wales and began life in a beautiful old home 
that had been occupied by the mother's fam- 
ily for generations. Margaret's parents 
were devout Christians, the father serving 
as chorister for the Baptist church. 

However, shortly after the marriage of 
Margaret Morgan and Reese Powell in 
1848, a new influence came into their lives. 
Elders of the Mormon church converted 
them to the Latter-day Saint faith. Their 
three children, Elizabeth, David and Mar- 
garet, were baptized as they reached the | 
customary age. The nearest branch of the | 
church was fifteen miles from the Powell 
home and the family frequently walked both 
ways to attend services. Margaret's moth- 
er was unswerving in her loyalty to the new 
faith and was eager to join the body of the 
church in Utah. Elizabeth came to America 
in 1872 and in August, 1873, the parents | 
with David and Margaret, arrived in Salt 
Lake City. 

The new home in "Zion" was a two-room 
adobe house built and paid for by Mar- 
garet's brother, David. The family were 
members of the Salt Lake Fifteenth ward 
in which many Welsh converts, former 
friends of the Powells, lived. At the age of 
eighteen, Margaret joined the Relief Society 

organization. ] 

Margaret's mother never enjoyed robust 
health. Not long after arriving in Salt 
Lake, she contracted a severe cold from 
which she never fully recovered. For sev- 
eral years she was an invalid. Margaret 
was her nurse and constant companion until 
her mother's death on July 8, 1880. 


It was sometime prior to.this that Mar- 


garet met her future husband. James B. Wil- 


son. 

On September 29, 1881, James B. Wilson 
and Margaret Powell were married in the 
old Endowment House by Joseph F. Smith. 
However, Margaret's tender ministrations 
for her parents were not yet complete, for 
her father lived with the newly wed couple 
until his death February 11, 1882. 

James B. and Margaret Wilson established 
their first home in Salt Lake City, but this 
they vacated and gave to Mr. Wilson's fa- 
ther when he returned homeless from a 
pioneering experience in Mesa, Arizona. Al- 
though unaccustomed to anything but urban 
life, Mrs. Wilson with her husband moved 
to a lonely homestead in Midway in 1884. 

In the spring of 1891, the Wilson farm 
home and furnishings were destroyed by 
fire. А home in the town of Midway was 
then established. Mrs. Wilson was a woman 
of unusually good judgment not only in busi- 
ness affairs, but also on the problems of life. 
For years she conducted a neighborhood 
store in part of her two room home. The in- 
come from this store, supplemented by 
the proceeds from farm products, provided a 
large portion of the family support until 
the farming and livestock operations of her 
husband and sons were well established. She 
was an active Relief Society worker and 
served on the Old Folks Committee in Mid- 
way. Her life was dedicated to quiet serv- 
ice for her family, her neighbors. the sick 
and the poor. Mr. Wilson married Hannah 
Lundin November 24, 1915. She was a 
well educated woman. She was an efficient. 
capable stenographer when she met and mar- 
ried Mr. Wilson. She was an active work- 
er in the Church and was devoted to her 
husband to the end. 

She and Mr. Wilson reared two children 
after their marriage, Eugene Orgill, a 
nephew of Mrs. Wilson and Barbara whom 
they adopted. 

Children of James B. and Margaret Powell 
Wilson were: 

James Brigham, Jr., married Lota Huffaker: 

Mrs. William С. (Edna) Young: 

David J., married Mary Jacobs; 

Mrs. Wayne B. (Belle) Hales; 

R. Arthur, married Eva Huber; 

Mrs. Grant Y. (Edith) Anderson. 
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JAMES B. WILSON AND i 


MARGARET POWELL WILSON | 


James B. Wilson. son of James Thomas 
Ww ison and Isabella Ross Wilson, was born 


soap. He peddled this product and home 
knit underwear to eke out an existence. In 
1859, the family moved to Cache Valley, but 
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tory. Та a rugged, primitive environment. 
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As a result of the approach of Johnson's 
army in 1857. the Carson Valley colonists 
were Called back to Salt Lake City. Then 
began a series of severe experiences for 
survival. The Wilson family moved to 
San Pete County where the father gathered 
saleratus and old ase from which he mad 


returned to Salt Lake City in 1860. There 
on June 29, 1865, Isabella Ross, the twen- 
ty-nine year old mother died, leaving five 
children. 


All was not on the dreary side in this 
period, however. In his early teens James 
B. heard Martin Harris, one of the witnesses 
of the Book of Mormon. bear his testimony 
to the divinity of that book. Не also of- 
ten heard the ringing exhortations of Presi- 
dent Brigham Young and other church lead- 
these experiences coupled with 
e training, he developed a faith that 
grew throughout his long life. 
His на al schooling was meager, being 
completed with his "graduation" from the 
University of Utah after a few months cf 
study in the winter of 1875-76. However, 
through constant self-improvement he be- 
came a truly educated man. 

In early manhood Mr. Wilson taught 

in Sait Lake City and Salt Lake 
At eighteen years of age he hauled 
‚ salt, and ore by ox team at $6.00 
Tt took a week for the trip from 
Salt Lake to Park City and return. 

In 1575 Mr. Wilson became interested i 

itting and hauling timber to the Alta mines 
lus brother, Thomas R. he began 
operations in 1876. He pursued this 
for several years and the timber 
“White Pines" was hauled by ov 
team to the Park City mines. 

James В. Wilson's first visit to M 
to 1872-73 when during 

ı there as a youth, he became 
Pan the farm he later homest vaded. 


Mr quer Pos ell, a cultured young 
W elsh immigrant. who came to Utah with 
her parents in 1873. 

In November, 1884, the Wilson family 
took up permanent residence in Midway. 
Mr. Wilson homesteaded the tract of land 
upon which he set his heart in his youth. 
In 1555. the young homesteader "broke up" 
twenty acres of virgin soil with a hand plow 
drawn by oxen. This arduous toil con- 
nued усаг after year until the entire 160 
res were under cultivation. Beginning in 
1885, Mr. Wilson and Fredrick Remund, a 
neighboring homesteader, built the Pine 
Ditch which had its source about one mile 
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up Pine Creek and extended around the 
side hills to the new farm. 

From his homestead beginnings, Mr. Wil- 
son and his sons branched out into an ex- 
panding farm and livestock program.- The 
firm of James B. Wilson and Sons became 
one of the West's leading land and live- 
stock operations. In the 1920's their bands 
of sheep numbered many thousands, their 
cattle hundreds of head and their land hold- 
ings consisted of thousands of acres and 
stretched for miles across the northern part 
of the Provo Valley. 

James B. Wilson had a distinguished pub- 
lic career. Beginning in 1885, he served 
two terms as Justice of the Peace. He as- 
sisted in the organization of the Midway 
Irrigation Company. He helped organize 
aad was president of the Midway Land and 


Livestock Company. In 1 he was elected 


to the Midway town board and for fourteen 


years served as its president. When the 
town funds were insufficient to hire a mar- 


Midway cemetery. 

Ап active Republican in politics, he had 
a long career as a state legislator, Be- 
tween 1903 and 1931, he served in eight 
legislative sessions over a period of sixteen 
years. While serving as a lawmaker, he 


was a leader in the move to build a new ^ 


state capitol. At that time the state used 
part of the City and County building in 
Salt Lake City. He sponsored and guided 
the -bill which made the develop-. 
ment of Memorial Hil Midway and 


` helped to get certain Wasatch County roads 


into the state system. 

-- Mr. Wilson was a loyal member of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
He became a charter member of the MIA 
while residing in the Salt Lake 12th Ward. 


- For many years he acted as a ward teacher 


in Midway under Bishops David Van Wag- 
oner and John Watkins. He served for 
thirteen years (1904-1917) as a counsclor 


to Bishop Jacob Probst of the Midway Sc. f 


ond Ward and twenty years (1917-1937) on 


the Wasatch Stake High Council. In 1925 7 1 


and 1926, and again in 1927.28. he filled 


short term missions to the Northwest. Не .- ¥ 
crowned his church work with seven voz ` 


of labor as an ordained worker in the Sak 
Lake Temple. This service terminate! in 
1944 when he was 88 ycars old. 


Аз a family mag, Mr. Wilson sought to ; 8 
inculcate into the lives of his children an  § 


appreciation of life's fundamental values, 
While outwardly somewhat stern, this man 
had a deep. tender affection for his wife and 
family. This was evidenced by his devo- 
tion to her during her long illness in 1912- 
13, culminating in her death July 30, 1915. 

Margaret Powell Wilson was a native of 


Wales and began life in a beautiful old home 7. ; 


that had been occupied hy the mother's fam- 
ily for generations. Margaret's parents 
were devout Christians, the father serving 
as chorister for the Baptist church. 
However, shortly after the marriage of 
Margaret Morgan and Reese Powell in 
1848, a new influence came into their lives. 
Elders of the Mormon church converted 
them to the Latter-day Saint faith. Their 
three children, Elizabeth, David and Mar- 
garet, were baptized as they reached the 


customary age. The nearest branch of the x 


church was fifteen miles from the Powell 
home and the family frequently walked both 
ways to attend services. Margaret's moth- 
er was unswerving in her loyalty to the new 
faith and was eager to join the body of the 
church in Utah. Elizabeth came to America 
in 1872 and in August, 1873, the parents 
with David and Margaret. arrived їп Salt 
Lake City. Ё 

The new home in "Zion" was a two-room 
adobe house built and paid for by Mar- 
garet's brother, David. The fam:ly were 
members of the Salt Lake Fifteenth ward 
in which many Welsh: converts, former 
friends of the Powells, lived. At the age of 
eighteen, Margaret joined the Relief Society 
organization. 

Margaret's mother never enjoyed robust 
health. Not long after arriving in Salt 
Lake, she contracted a severe cold from 
which she never fully recovered. For sev- 
eral years she was an invalid. Margaret 
was her nurse and constant companion until 
her mother's death on July 8, 1880. 

It was sometime prior to this that Mar- 
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gáret met her future husband, James B. Wil- 


n. 
On September 29, 1881, James B. Wilson 
and Margaret Powell were married in the 
old Endowment House by Joseph F. Smith. 
However, Margaret's tender ministrations 
for her parents were not yet complete, for 
her father lived with the СА oe couple 
til his death February 11, s 
pases B. and Margaret Wilson established 
their first home in Salt Lake City, but this 
they vacated and gave to Mr. Wilson's fa- 
ther when he returned homeless from a 
pioneering experience in Mesa, Arizona. Al- 
though unaccustomed to anything but urban 
life, Mrs. Wilson with her husband moved 
to a lonely homestead in Midway in 1884. 
In the spring of 1891, the Wilson farm 
home and furnishings were destroyed by 
fire. А home in the town of Midway was 
then established. Mrs. Wilson was a woman 
of unusually good judgment not only in busi- 
ness affairs, but also on the problems of life. 
For. years she conducted a neighborhood 
store in part of her two room home. The in- 
come from this store, supplemented by 
the proceeds from farm products, provided a 
large portion of the family support until 
the farming and livestock operations of her 
husband and sons were well established. She 
was an active Relief Society worker and 
served on the Old Folks Committee in Mid- 
way. Her life was dedicated to quict serv- 
ice for her family, her neighbors, the sick 
and the poor. Mr. Wilson married Hannah 
Lundin November 24, 1915. She was a 
well educated woman. She was an efficient. 
capable stenographer when she met and mar- 
tied Mr. Wilson. She was an active work- 
er in the Church and was devoted to her 
husband to the end. 

She and Mr. Wilson reared two children 
after their marriage, Eugene Orgill, a 
nephew of Mrs. Wilson and Barbara whom 
they adopted. 

Children of James B. and Margaret Powell 
Wilson were: 

James Brigham, Jr.. married Lota Huffaker: 

Mrs. William С. (Edna) Young: 

David J.. married Mary Jacobs: 

Mrs. Wayne B. (Belle) Hales; 

R. Arthur, married Eva Huber; 

Mrs. Grant Y. (Edith) Anderson. 
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NECESSARY EXPLANATIONS 


Welby Young 


| Welly YOUNG 


Kepresenlahive 


WELBY W. YOUNG 


Welby W. Young, descendant of pioneers 
who settled in Midway and Heber in 1859 
and 1860, is a son of Wm. G. and Edna 
Wilson Young. He was born at Heber, 
then a boom cow town, colorful with cow- 
boys. horse trading Gypsies, Indians with 
long braided hair and beaded buckskin: and 
endless herds of sheep and cattle trailing 
to range and market. From the last of the 
original pioneers he heard the story of the 
subduing of the wilderness and was in- 
spired by their vision of building a commu- 
nity that could be approved by their God. 


After attending the old Heber Central 
and North schools he graduated from Wa- 
satch High as salutatorian. He played full- 
back on Wasatch's first football team and 
debated for the State High School Champ- 
ionship. At BYU he represented the Uni- 
versity as debator and  extemporancous 
speaker. 


Legislature: has been chairman of the com- 
mittee charged with promotion of additional 
storage for water for Wasatch and Summit 
Counties, and is Chairman of Utah Water 
Control Board. 

At the depth of the depression in 1932, 
he became a dairy farmer. Attempting to 
solve the economic and marketing problems 
of farmers, with a few others he helped or- 
ganize one of America's pioneer bargaining 
cooperatives. It is now Utah's largest dairy 
organization, and he has served 25 years as 
director and now is Vice President. One of 
the first directors of Utah Dairy Council, 
he is president of National Dairy Council: 
President of American Dairy Association of 
Utah; National Director of A.D.A. During 
the 12 years he has served on the executive 
committee, chairman of the research com- 
mittee, and is chairman of the committee 
supervising the spending of $3,000,000 to 
promote ice cream and milk. LYS 
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